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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended) A * o composite v stiucture for 
a data storage device comprising: 

a base ptetehaving a first side and a second si de, the first side having a patterned surface 
Muu u e j as dI v .i vM xno d Ik a a. a it<> ard rh *vt. ^nd side 
having a patterned surface including at least one aperture ; 

a printed circuit board including at least one rai sed circuit component elevated from a 
board portion of the printed circuit board and the at least one raised circuit 
comp om nJ ! ^tending into the at le ist <» t ipeu a i i » v <.«> >J side of the bast 
attaehed4o - ^ - bas fr- pkte - itBi€ t-9 paeed - 4her e from"by -«--gaf»; and 

an fit-fi - adhesive kv&i portion filling a space between the at least one raised circuit 
compon er - . and m ad gc surface of the at least one aperture 

2. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 1 it id i \ i\\ n a - dh- a >i\e layer 
between the base and the board portion of the printed circuit board bonding the base to the 
printed circuit hoard ■ r *b*e h&i w 3f>e-i : HH<? H b&M <-nve e^i-a-pw-^iK 

i ! H i W , ^ -M n~ ^ ; H i : fHHtfdr 

3. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 2 wherein the adhesive layer between the 
base and, the board portion form -- a, m -a a dhesive layer forth e r and comprising .> p»"i*<v • >u *<!• 

i-.-a:-; -4- \^ k x 5 i - >iv^f KHH-i t-\ a second adhesive 

l-.-:-y"S=portioii between the printed circuit board and #H»a shield to connect th * i d 

circuit board . 



4. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 1 wherein the printed circuit board has 



between the upright connector and an edge surface of ■{■■■ m4s ike e&m e etoi ee the base plate. 

5. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 31 wherein an overall thickness of the 
structure is less than 3.3 mm. 

6. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 5 wherein the base plate-has a portion 
having a thickness of between 0.2 mm and 0.3 mm. 

7. (currently amended) A> ^ composite ^ s \ structure for 

a ^ v f ise device comprising: 

a base ; ■■ having a patterned surface including a motor hub portion and a head actuator 
portion : 

a printed circuit board including a board portion and at least one component exten ding 



an upri^j it connector >•,••; 



and 




."iispn m;; .hi a- thesis e p->j t inn 



from the board portion forming an upright surface of the printed circuit board; 

.\ffe-t he base plate and spaced therefrom by a- gap and 





sppeffi*M-sr-d 




jirt^v 



8. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 7 wherein the base ^ ^ includes 

at least one aperture and the at least one component e xtending nun the :it least one aperture to 



define the upright surface of the base and the i 1 mace of the printed circuit board 



9. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 37 further comprising a printed circuit 
board shield fastened to an underside surface of the printed circuit board by a seeeftdnother 
adhesive layerportion between the printed circuit board and the shield. 

10. (cancelled) 

11. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 37 wherein an overall thickness of the 
structure is less than 3.3 mm. 

12. (currently amended) The structure according to claim §11 wherein the base plate-has a 
portion having a thickness of between 0.2 mm and 0.3 mm. 

13. (currently amended) A structure comprising '-^ 

a base j.4sv i»s v ■ * * v in cluding a- di s e-driv e motor hub portiona ad, an actuator m--a 

y-i^---i:h4ve-eeffq >rifliftff portion and at least one aperturef : and 

^ trd: and 

, s 4 H>m fafrg^^ 

: • ; •.< ; H r ; >•••! : = •*>• = c '■■ • •< • 'H>aFd-asseFHfeiy-t©-the-base-p!l-atti ttitv - x y 

means for reinforcing the at least one aperture of the base to form a stiff support structure . 

14. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 13 wherein the t"-»H4+;*= -means for 
■ j ! ' dj> v jr adhesive portion filling t he at least one aperluiv ; _ol 

the base piate ami ti ^ 



15. (cancelled) 



16. (currently amended) The structure according to claim L3_ 4. \- - 

^&^me~^i^sfm^~m^d-^dmd comprising a printed circuit board l eavi ng at least one 
component projecting into the at least one aperture of the base and the means for reinforcing 
comprises an adhesive portion between the at least one component projecting into the at least one 
aperture of the base and an e dge surface of the at least one aperture. 

17. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 14 wherein the adhesive portion is an 
epoxy adhesive. 

18. (currently amended) The structure according to claim 4#1 wherein sail th e adhesive 

portion is an epoxy adhesive 1 t\ ?v <. 

Claims 19-20 (cancelled). 

21. (new) The composite structure of claim 1 wherein the at least one aperture extends through 
the base between the first side and the second side of the base. 

22. (new) The composite structure of claim 7 wherein the at least one component is a connector 
and the second adhesive portion is between the upright surface of the base and the connector. 

23. (new) The composite structure of claim 13 wherein the at least one aperture extends between 
opposed side of the base. 

24. (new) The structure according to claim 14 wherein the structure further comprises a printed 
circuit board and comprising a layer of adhesive between the printed circuit board and the base. 



